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These sentences explain the motives that governed
Lord Minto's conduct towards Baron Thugut during the
whole of his mission. Frequently disgusted by the
narrow selfishness of the Austrian Minister and justly
offended by his duplicity. Lord Minto nevertheless con-
sidered c this particular old man' as the sole channel
through which the Austrian counsels might be directed
to an efficient co-operation in the war.

There was but one statesman in Austria ; or if others
there were, their influence is not discoverable in this
correspondence ; whence we receive an impression not
unlike that produced by certain famous pictures, whore
the foreground is occupied by a couple of figures, while
around them shadowy forms, with crowned or dishevel-*-
led heads, are seen rising and falling in misty distances.

A discovery made about this time, August 1799, of
the crooked policy of Austria, was a somewhat severe
trial to the English Envoy's purposes of conciliation.

In the course of August Lord Minto informed Lord
Grenville that Earon Thugut proposed to make a full
and precise communication to the Government of His
Majesty of the Emperor's policy on condition that the
communication should be held to be strictly confiden-
tial. c Your Lordship,' wrote Lord Minto, * will natu-
rally anticipate the objections I suggested as likely to
be made by His Majesty. I represented the close and
cordial union between His Majesty and the Court of
St. Petersburg; and the repugnance which His Majesty
must feel at entering into a secret consultation on mat-
ters interesting to all the Allies, and indeed in general
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